Ray loves learning!  He continues to push himself!  It was exciting for Ray to complete two Postbaccalaureates (one in Classical History, the other in Curriculum Studies), his studies during the Professional Development Program (SFU), and a Masters in Education, with a focus on Curriculum from Simon Fraser University.  Ray’s post-secondary journey started with a brief stint at Emily Carr College of Art in Vancouver before he moved to Ontario to complete a 3-year diploma in Classical Animation (Disney-style). From there, he became a graphic artist for about five years, then he ventured into the wonderful field of education.  

Ray has taught grades 2-7, been a Faculty Associate at Simon Fraser University (with a K-12 Module), and has also been a District Math/Science Coordinator (K-12). Ray has also written extensively for Addison-Wesley (Math Makes Sense, grades 3 - 7 in various provinces across Canada), and continues to do workshops that focus on topics such as language arts, assessment, fine arts, math and more! Ray continues to engage in writing, on-line video clips, and is currently working on a series of podcasts for new teachers.

For over the last five years, Ray stepped back from the classroom and has traveled across Canada (from Inuvik, NWT, to Hartley Bay BC, Regina, Burlington ON, to beautiful New Brunswick) giving numerous workshops on topics ranging from math, assessment to science and fine arts, as well as teaching in hundreds of classrooms.   

Ray works hard to get into classrooms to work with students, as well as work with teachers, administrators and district personnel.  While facilitating workshops, Ray loves the rich dialogue and conversation that can push us all (including himself!). Besides giving numerous workshops on different topics across Canada, and into the States, he continues to squeeze in some time to write and paint.

Currently, Ray is once again a Faculty Associate at Simon Fraser University, and is working on his PhD in mathematics education. He also really enjoys listening to the Fab Four, playing guitar, walking around downtown Vancouver, traveling, painting and writing. He remains a proud member of the BC College of Teachers. Find out more… (much more!) on Ray’s website: www.zapple.ca
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